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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located at the corner, this 3 story painted brick building, 
with flat roof has shopfronts on the first floor. It has 
4 bays on N. Howard Street and 10 en Madison Street. 

On the N. Howard Street side, there is an entrance with fan­
light to the left. The door is of wood and has 12 panes. The 
shop window consists of four large panels of glass topped by 4 
transoms over a low stone base. It is flanked by 2 pilasters 
which support a dentiled entablature* The 8 i-over-1 double 
hung windows have stone sills and shallow segmental arches. 

On Madis&n Street, there are two shopfronts. The one nearest 
the corner has a cetral doorway, with 3 marble stairs and an 
a fanlight is flanked by 2 tripartite windows which are simi­
lar in detailing to the one on N. Howard Street.and are also 
capped by an entrance. Between this shop and the nea$ one is 
the entrance to the upper floors which is approached by a 
marble stoop with 6 stairs. The double doors are of wood, each 
with a large glass panel and topped by a half round transom, 
loth of the window panels which flank the entrance to the shop 
on the right are devided into many panes by applied strips of wood. 
The door is capped by a transom, as are the shop windows. There 
is a molded cornice above. The 20 windows on the 2nd and 3rd floors 
are similar to those on N. Howard Street. The building is crowned by 
deeply molder cornice. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This extremely long block, includes a wide variety of 19th century rowhouses and can 
illustrate the development"-of that kind of dwelling. The three street environments 
greatly constrast and are each an important place in Baltimore. This block of North 
Howard Street is well known as "Antique Row". The street is wide and very busy. 
Every house has been modified to include a shop, but above the first floor, the variety 
of old details and roof lines remain. Tyson Street is a quiet alley. The buildings 
are very narrow, still residences, and nearly identical in appearance. It Is locally 
significant as one of the earliest restoration areas in the City. Read Street is 
known for its innovative small shops and is between Tyson Street and Howard Street in 

Crms of traffic and width. (Madison Street, already in the Historic District, and 
xin different, on this block has several large rowhouses.) 

Though no buildings appear on the 1822 Poppleton map, by I8I46 this block had been 
divided into many individual lots, all of which at that time went through to Tyson 
Street. (Carew's Alley on the early Poppleton map.) Some of the buildings on this 
block probably were built during the 1830's. Three houses on North Howard Street 
appear to be of the earlier type of dwelling, two and one-half stories in height 
with a very steep roof and central" dormer.' (835'i $59, WH] 835 N. Howard has no dormer 
and has been so altered that dating is difficult.) This type of house was common in 
Baltimore from the late 18th century until the 1830's. 815 North Howard may also have 
been of this type, the two'lower floors are of Flemish bond, and there are attractive 
blocked lintels. The third floor, with low casement windows and a gently sloped roof 
was probably added still in the early 19th century. 

In the I830»s a new kind of attic treatment was used to make the third floor more 
liveable. The roof still sloped, but not as steeply, and no longer had a dormer. 
Instead, low eyebrow windows were used. Most of the Tyson Street houses are of this 
type. Several houses on North Howard Street also have this feature, but treated more 
elaborately. (229, 839, 883, and 885 North Howard Street) The attic floor becomes a 
sort of entablature and is in low relief with brick string courses and in one unusual 
facade, recessed panels between the windows. (835 North Howard Street.) 235 Read Street 
is an especially attractive variation of this kind of house. Occupying an obtusely 
angled, larger corner lot, it has a galleried back building with a latticed rail. 
Another eyebrow house is on Read Street. (2Ul) 

C attain still more space the next step was to double the height of the attic window, 
e attic is almost a full third floor, still with a gently sloped roof. The windows 

are double two paned casements or three-over-three double hung. North Howard and Tyson 
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Street both have some of these transitional houses. (815, added third floor, 869, 871 
North Howard Street, 87h, 876 Tyson Street) The next stage is a full third floor under 
sloped roof. (865, 867 North Howard Street) 

By tne midyears of the 19th century, the sloped roof was no longer fashionable. New Duildings 
whether a full three stories or only two stories were built with a flat roof with a slight 
slope towards the rear. Many older buildings were altered to add a full third floor. A 
cornice, often elaborate, ornaments the front roof line. Many of the North Howard Street 
houses are of this type; it is often difficult from inspection alone to tell if the building 
is original or remodeled. Several of these buildings have very tall windows on the second 
floor (805, 807, 857, 863, 877) and 877 North Howard Street has a delicate cast iron balcony 
on the same floor. 

Late 19th century buildings and alterations featuring deep bracketed cornices add to the 
rich mix of styles. The Comer Theater (891 North Howard Street) has especially ornate 
brick work and 899 North Howard Street is capped by an elaborate copper cornice. 

Built some time between I896 and 191U the massive four story building now housing part of 
the University of Baltimore was in 191k the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery. (8U7-851 
North Howard Street) Though out of scale, it is an attractive addition to the block. Once 
an early 20th century garage, today 239 West Read Street transformed into a colorful hair 
salon demonstrates the ingenuity of that street's merchants. The State Sun Federal Savings 
and Loan Association building on the block, yet its impact is minimized by its small size. 
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